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The SEQUEL of the 
Reſurrection of 7eſus 
Conſider d, c. 


S the RESURRECTION or Jesvs Con- 
SIDERED is an irrefutable Anſwer to 
the TRIAL OF THE WITNESSES OF 
THE RESURRECTION; ſo THE SE- 
EIL or THE TRIAL of THE Wir- 
' NE5S5ES, being the very fame as THE RESUR“F 
RECTION CLEAR'D, only a new Title-Page : 
Tre RESURRECTION RE-CONSIDERED is the 
very ſame Anſwer to it that it was before, and 
as unanſwerable as ever; and will continue to be 
ſo till the GENERAL RESURRECTION. However, 
to corroborate this Anſwer, I here produce 10 
much, as perhaps may ſafely appear, from THE 
Rzsv RRECTION DE MONSTRATED TO HAVE NO 
 Proor : Written by the only Advocate that dared 
to come forth on my Side, and dared too much; 
therefor: was obliged to drop into Obſcurity. 
Who that Gentleman of Wit and Learning was, 
I never could find out. The Work had two Faults, 
which I mult ſuppreſs. It contained Expreſſions, 
1ſt, too bold; 24ly, too much in my Favour. V 
ce//ity and Medefty will therefore plead for me, in 


giving my Readers only that Part of it which 
follows. 
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OW do thoſe, that have long been kept 1 in 
Dirkneſs, fear the Day; what Pain it gives 
them, when it beams upon chen A Bat driven 
from its Sbed, dots not know where to go, and 
aches, 'till it finds another obſcure Hole to hide 
105 Wale, and Deformity; but Eagle eyes arc 
born to look upwa rah 3, and bear, and welc ome the 
direct Rays ot the Sun of Reaſon. | 

T maſt take the CEA ER tO Ta for calling 
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not go, Whatever he could fay z but even more 
mutt that Impre hability 1 kl CT Nature of Things 
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arrive, than a Pere don, that is ent of the Na- 
ture 0: Things; whatever Uctian Importance a 2 


political CU! it Len be of : Tie crcforc, his ſerious 
Argument is a pitiful begging te WW Lion. 

He CO! amends che CoOMIDERER che Re ſur- 
rection for TWO VEFY certain rue 4 Th 
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Faith are ſuch Cont FACICHON "9s chat they Ever 
meer, ſo as to mn. in ne Perſon.— No; Wien 
did they ever Unite? In the CLEARER they Cont, 
I ain ſure. 

The CONSIDERER'S other Aſſertion is this: 
Every real Miracle is an Abſurdity to common 
Senſe and Underilanding, and contrary to the At- 


tributes 


14 
tributes of Gad. Well; and is it not o:? Does 
God convince Men from the Topicks of Reaſon, 
or pluy wich their Senſes? For, quod extra rationem 
et, non cum ratione ei; a Maxim the CLEARER 
out to be acquainted with, But why, the CON- 
SIDERER 15 unqualified for examining, whether a 
Miracle is real, or no, becauſe a real "Miracle does 
not ariſe from the Attributes of God; only this 
clear- ſigited Mortal can tee. 
Did the ConsiptretR call the Faith, which the 
Golpcl propose, in Chriſt Jeſus, a divine Haz, with 
her pious Witchcrafts? He was a naughty Man. But 
do not you p-rceive, [ Mr. CLEARER, with all this 
holding to the Paſſions, when you bave nothing 
elle to hold to, that you are periuacing People to 


believe, as having an Intereſt to believe; z and are 
begging the Queſtion in calling it the Faith of 


e Goſpel? And you pity him lor it 3—canting x 
119 ocriſy *! 

The Author of the Try al's Que ion, how the 
Stor y of the Reſurrection came lirſt to gan Credit 
in the World, may be ealily anl werte, %. By the 
Harneſtneſs of the 1 Were Halt a dozen 
Men, ſays Fontenelie, to affirm: „ fog to fem Krong- 
17 perſu ided, that the Sun docs not make the Day, 
[do not doubt, they would prociire Conberts to 
their Opinlon. But to a wonderfu! "In cibeclai- 
ly, Nen give an al) Far ; proatg. 55 male be- 
minum genus. Men believe Stories cause for 

Manhood ; and the Boy is hung Upon s Nauric's 
8 hen ſhe relates with the Circumſtances 
of anilc ! lorror, how a Gow was lect to Walk o- 
ver the Church-y ard: He d le vours the W. Ords O- 
of her Month, ay, in her Mouth, and e 5 144 
Fear not barren of Delight. But, what if tucre 
is an Iatte reit wove into it; as, you mall be thy: 


<A 


* Te pities him, and at ſame time endeavours to move the 
Civil Cone. again him. 
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and you ſhall be that, if you believe; look ye, 
without knowing why, nor wherefore ; for happy 
are thoſe who believe, and do not fee. When all 
this is Jaid together, with the cunning Addition 
of, this is all you have to do; if you do riſe 
again, you are to ſtand upon this Ground ; 
and, if you do not, Cave vertaris, ne mortui 
illi philoſophi tibi irrideant : When theſe Influen- 
ces are united, whatever of Nature would ſtand 
out, is preſſed into the Service, and we are willing 
Dupes, and give up our Hands to every Abſurdity, 
Then there is the Charm of Novelty; a Beauty, 
that ſtrikes the firſt Sight, as Cuſtom wins upon 
you, by long Converſation. Both of them operate 
ſtrongly : And upon whom did the former ope- 
rate? Was it not upon the ſtupid, childiſh Na- 
tion of the eus, that was always flinging away 
its Rattles, after it had uſed them a Day; that 
To-day would have a Calf, and To-morrow Je- 
hovah; whoſe Succeſſor was a Calf again. Was it 
a Wonder any thing ſtruck theſe People, that was 
carried on with any ſlight Appearance? And all 
of them it did not ftrike, as we ſee very plainly ; 
hardly any but Babes®. And no Man upon Earth 
can be ſo abſurd, as to imagine, they had Teſti- 
mony of his being the Son of God, believed him 
ſo to be, and oppoſed him, or endeavoured it; 
or could think it ſignificant. What if a Man was 
to form a Judgment of this knowing Age, from 
Whitfield's Mob, and the Credit he gains among 
us; many Peltings that righteous Perſon has ſtood 
from Huſbands, furious for the Elopement of their 
Wives, but never has been knocked down; O, 
the rare Hand of Providence! Was any Man, I 
ſay, to weigh us all in the Scale of Vbitſield's Mob, 
--. 
® In Underfianding ; for Feſus himſelf own'd, that the awi/e 


and prudent ſaw not the Goſpel Light; and piouſly thank'd 
God for it. Luke x. 21. — — 


C7] 
we ſhould complain heavily of the Uſage, and ſay 
much the ſame Things, which the Phariſees, were 


they in Being, would ſay: But if a Miracle-monger 
was to ſet up, I wonder how he would ſtand the 
Shrift of theſe Days. There are Reaſons enough 


for the Story of the Reſurrection's being credited 
tben; but what can be a Reaſon for its being be- 
lieved by an Age that would then have ſeen 


through it, and only have it upon Truſt from the 


Parties themſelves, who make their own Story good, 
or it is ſtrange; who even do not that, and were 
the Scum of a Nation, that was the Contempt 
and Blot of the whole Earth. But pleaſing Won» 
derfulneſs, Uncommonneſs, might win Applauſe 
to it, from a gaping and ignorant Mob: No- 


velty made it take with ſome; Example inſinuated 
it into others; and ſince, Cuſtom has faſten'd it 


upon thoſe that believe it, and do not reaſon up- 
on it. Ard is it not ſtrange, that an Incident, 
which was to be the Foundation of a Faith, that 
was to prevail with Few and Gentile, ſhould be ia 


| buddled over, as to convince neither Few nor Cen- 


tile? I mean the Majority. 


The Chriſtian Religion leaves both Fews and 


Gentiles in the Dark, and being of a reſtleſs Na- 
ture, that it muſt be in Motion, and not able to 
go forwards, it &en coatents itſelf, and goes back- 
wards: It always was of this pacific Diſpoſition 
without a Sword, and its Revilers may tay what 
they will; but when it has no Power, it is guilty 
of as few Acts of Violence, as any RELIGION, I 
would have them to know, upon the Face of the 
Earth. Nefarii homines biec audiant. Mahome- 
taniſim has gained Ground of the Chriſtian Religion 
conſiqerably; and how fincly this Light lightens 
the World, which not a hundredth Part of the 
World ſees, and ten to one of thoſe, who do fee, 
refute, ridicule, and laugh at; if it is a Light, it 
| * 


48 

is the Dick hnthorn Light of the Quaters z which 
is all within ittelf, or communicated to a little 
Circle of Winners and Maumpers o only. And what- 
ever F7r/ues it has Hellas, it has a moſt damnins 
Pirtue, I am fire, if all are to be curied, that do 
not believe ic. Is it ulcleſs to Mankind ; and 
why the unneccliary Pains of bringing it down ? 
Uictul ; and why is it not better implan- ied | ? If the 
Religion cam® trom God, would he not take care 
to eſtabliſh ir, but leave it at the Will of the Lords 
of the Earth to fondle or deftroy it, by many un- 
acknowledged, by more unknown 2 Won't you 
Tay, that at this rate, Chriſt might as well have 
hid quiet in his Grave, and Slven his Wounds 
Time to Heal. 

There 13 another Afertion, which why the Cox- 
SIDERER omits, or the CLEARER inſults upon, I 
cannot ſee : Believing Truth, the Cuxs1DeRER hid. 
ſaid, for Company's Sake, is no more meritorious 
than belicving Error. And e 'tis ſch-evident it is 
not. The Merit hes ſolcly in che Motive; in the 
rational Conviction ; but he, that believes a Thing 
is ſo, becauſ other Peanle believe it to be fo, has 
been no more rationally convinced, than he that 
believes the contrary for the ſame No-reaſon 
thereiore the Merit is abtolutely cqual, or rather 
none at all on either Side. IIe, that believes the 
San moves round the Earth, with that Ignorant of 
Nature, Meſes 3 and he, that believes the Earth 
moves round the Sun, with that Unſolder of Nature, 
Newton," only becauſe 1/7 e, or Newton believes ſo, 
are juſt upon the fame Footing; foratmuch as 
neither have uſed the Method of Demonſtration 
neceſſiry to bring to a Concluſion;  Realon does 
not undeceive the one, nor confirm che other; the 
one does not believe againſt Conviction, nor the 
other with Conviction : In ſhort, they neither of 
them know any Thing of the Matt, and 2 

Merics 


(9) 
Merits are quite the ſame. That the Merits con- 
ſift in the Motive of the Action, and not in the 


Action, is fo commonly known, and ſaid, that one 
would have thought it might have reach*d even the 


CLEARERS Ears; and what he mean; by trifling 


fo himſelf, or making other People trifle fo, I can- 
not tell. 


And now am I l of his poor, boyiſh 


Dealing, and catching, like a ſinking Man, to 
every Twig : The Cons1Dertn ſays, tis argued, 


the Apoſtles were ſincere, therefore what they re- 
ported was true, But he does not, as the CLEAR 


ER owns, charge the Author of the Tryal with 
arguing fo: And therefore, what docs it ſignify ? 
To be ſure, one Quality is not predicable ot ano- 
ther Quality; a Man's Sincerity, which is one, 
makes no Implication of his Underſtanding, which 
is another: That the one is clear, does not at all 
induce that the other 1s not impoled upon. 

*Tis filly to argue, that if Miracles are preſerved, 
(in Memorials) would not repeating them in ſucceed- 
ing Ages, be unneceflary ? For Miracles cannot be 
preſerved ; they are like a Glaſs of Spirits, thrown 
upon Fire ; which gives a Flaſh then, but loſt for 
ever after. He that is told of Miracles, knows, 
nor ſees nothing of them; but is drove, at beſt, 
to believe a Reporter; who might be blinded by 
Intereſt, if he was not depraved by Roguery ; and 
Men have, or make themſelves an Intereſt in con- 
tinuing in an abſurd Party, they have choſen, and 
die, 5 requently, rather than renounce it; as In- 
dians, and People of all Religions have done. 
And one dying for Fame-lake, which carries be- 
yond the Grave its enchanting Influence, (and 
made Curtius ride into the Chaſm to be praiſed, 
tho? to live, no more,) piques others to follow 
him: Shall we, ſay they, ſuffer leſs couragiouſly 
than he has done, and ſh:w ourſelves daſtard 


B | | Tem- 


_ at * * STIR , 1 * 92 4 * — 
— 4 — — * — * — a of , 5 a 
- 2 . — a l A * pe ag # - 
b 2 4 „ 0 * A 
— . & * —— 7 : 18 — 
. 


610) 


Temporizers? They die too: And we have Plenty 
of Martyrs, if that is to prove the Thing is true; 
which does not even prove, they believe it to be 
fo; tor Men may die for a Lie, rather than own 
it. It is with Difficulty we prevail upon ourſelves 
to acknowicdge a Shame, we are conſcious of, 
Dying proves nothing, bur that a Man 1s fincere, 


and a Fool; A or otherwiſe n ove, and a Rogue. 


Even à lytic Hope, a little Praije may catch ſome 
Minds, and be a Motive ſufficient. I repeat, 
that a Man, who believes a Report of a Mi- 
racle, believes a Man, and not a Miracle ; which 
he has not ſcen: And if it ſignified a Far- 
thing who had it, why fhoul4 not chis Age have 
the lame 1 as another ; as it has juſt the 
ſame en to be ſaved, and Souls every whit as 
Precious * 

The Inſtance the Crranegr brings ena 
of Miſ- Quotation of the Trial, is very inconfider- 


able; ſince, if the Paſſage quoted is not the Author 
of the Trial's Sentiment, nor ſtarted by kim, it is 


plain, he admits it. I refer to the Book: It is im- 
poſſible to have Leiſure to be minute with ſo trifling 
a Writer. But what does he mean by ſaying, Bu. 
lie vers ire not to wait for the Evidence o Prophecy, 
till Inſdels will fee it. What are they? What 
are Believers ? They mull have more Tally: I am 
ſure, they have not more Intereſt than Intidels, 

believe, and find, all is true; and | do not imagine 
there is an Uabelicver in the Land, that would not 
give all he has, and die without Hefitation, to re- 
animate, and enter upon a Heaven: But what ſig- 
nifics that? That won't make him ſwallow down 
all the wild Lies of Biographers, and give Credit 


to unſupported Improbabilities. He is too wiſe to. 


let his Paſſions flatter him, and a ſenſcleſs Chimera 
of Intereſt deceive him. He oppoſes Reaſon to 2 


Deluſicn, 


(11) 
Deluficn, gilded with Intereſt; and ETERNAL, 
TRUTH to the variable Dactriles of Religion, 

As to what the CrnsStDERER has urced, and miſ- 
quoted about Prophecy, the CLEAR ER ſets, and 


_ acknowledges, it is not mate rial to the Queſtion; 


ail all, that can be ſaid upon it, is, that the Cox 


SIDERER has expoſed himſelf more than he n-ed to 


liave done, and gone ou: of the 1 irres tutabl. Strength 

of his Argument. | 
The Fear, that acted the Fligh- Pg was'the 

moſt rational Fear in the World ; and I know nor 


of any Thing prepoſterous, but the Author of the 


Trial's Inte rence, that theretore the Y were CON. 
vinced of the Truth of the Miracles. That a De 


ceiver ſhould work real Miracles, they were not 


afraid; (for ſo they eſteemed him} that wont have 
been nonſei[ical, prepoſterous, and all you can ſay 
of it; and a real R fur on, ii they were atraid 
of, they coull not prevent. What Jil they appre- 
hend, then? Ard what COU chan prevent? A 


amid one, Now, tho chen, it tis was cleanly 


dont, all was Over Win them : they might hut 
ap th: Doors of their Synagogues + The whole 
World wo.ild go aitcr che Apoll les, and uctert 
them; the Torrent would Overwuglin them then 3 f 
it would be in vai to hin of ſtopping it. And 
if the Scene was acted in the preſent Days W would | 
fin kiow, 1 Hur Prictts would not c. rry themiclves 
in the fan; Manner, If ary one, in the Perion 
of a Heli, or any other Body of equal Sanctity, 
Was to take away the Church- mob; Shich I eftt- 
mate by Undlerſtanding, and not by Fortune, a 
leave the Parfois to preach u by tacmicives, ancl th 

Seats to pay themielves 3 if he was to peak up for 
Virtue and Religion, naked and milerable, vire- 
warded, unveiled wich comfortable Bithopricks 
and Deanerics, Setting himſelf only a ie“ cha- 
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ritable Pence ; if, in Confirmation of this moſt un- 


orthodox Doctrine, a Man was to do ſeeming Mi- 


racles in this Age, which 1s not given to gape for 
them, but more given to detect them; but if he 
was to do a Miracle, that was not to be prevari- 
cated ; if he was to make a Church jump two or 


three Miles in the Air, and come down fafe, Wind 


and Limb; I-faith, the high and the low Priefts 
might cry their Throats out; all the World would 


leave them, and follow this inconteſtable Miracle- 
worker. But, to go on with the Caſe, I was put- 


ting; if he was to keep playing out of Sight; 
and, when they aſked him for a Miracle, tell them, 


they tempted him; how would they tear and rave; 
how many Cheats they would call him; they 
would tell him, they believed they tempted him; 


that he would give his Ears to do it, if he could. 


Phooh, phooh, cries my Man, an adulterous Gene- | 


ration aſks for a Sign. And what but an adulte- 
rous Generation needs it, would they reply with 


Vivacity: If we are holden with our Sins, and you 
have the Power of calling us to Virtue, and looſing 


D 


us, by granting our reaſonable Demand, why do 
not you do it? Remember your Maxim; The Sick 
need a Phyſician. We are the Sick; pray cure us. 
Why ſhould we be damned, who are ready to be 


convinced, if you give us the leaſt Reaſon ſo to 
be: Make our Senſes Judges, as well as you have 
made other People's? Don't be partial; and we 
will believe you. Here is a Requeſt not to be de- 
nied : And I need not tell you what this Man would 
be ſet down for, if he would not perform before 
capable Judges, that could not be impoſed upon. 


And don't think to put us off with that old ſtale 


Demand; Are you to preſcribe to God? Yes; the 


moſt reaſonable way he would take, or he is no 


reaſonable Being. I only fay, in this Cafe our 
Parſons would be as very HighePrieſts as ever 


were 


d eA N W * | 
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were in the World. For I know the Men; with- 


out a Living they cannot live. 


A ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion of Faith, is a neceſſary 
Ingredient in the Compoſition of a Wonder-witnefs, 


the Want of which would ſpoil all the Miracles in 


the World. But if Unbelievers were not the Sick 


that needed a Phyſician, who were? The Believers 


ſure had no occafion for one : They were in good 


Condition enough; for by Faith we ſhall be ſaved. 
However, ſick they (the Unbelievers) might be, 


and be damn'd, if they would, they were ſure not 
to be cured. Says Matthew, He did not nam 
mighty Works in ſuch a Place, becauſe of their 
Unbelief. But, Srduuc wade, many Miracles, is the 
beſt: He did ſome Miracles, but not enough to 
do any good: They needed a Phyſician; and 
therefore they were not to have one. You can't 


find an Inſtance of a juſter Behaviour. 


The CoNnSIDERER, ſays the CLEARER, freats 
the Writers of the New Teſtament as Impoſtors 
and Cheats, and void even of Cunning to tell their 


own Story plauſibly. Let the Cafe be weigh'd, 


and Judgment given, Allowing Negligence, 


I mean the common Omiſſion ot trifling Cir- 


cumſtances, is therefore failing to mention the 


moſt important Incidents excuſable, in Com- 


poſers, who had the Matter at Heart, and not fo 


much to carry in their Heads, only one poor Life 


eo write, a Kind of Penny Hijtory? Is it to 
be accounted for, that you find ſome Decency, 
tho a Wildneſs in the Expreftions of the three firſt, 
but that the Fourth and the Laft fhoulki come, and 


with one Bound overicap all Bounds ; ſhould 


ſwagger, and tay, Odd, if I was to write you all, 
it would be more than you could read, I can aſ- 
fure you: Nay, it would be more than your whole 
World would hold. 8 


5 5.0 J 


Above the Stars exalt your Stile; 
Zou yet are low ten thouſand Mile. 


Tf Jobn was deſired to write the Story, he did 
it to ſome Purpoſe, and thwacks the Concluſion 
with ample Proviſion for ail, whom the ſame So- 
licitations ſhould — _ to be Story-tellers 
after him. 

Before the CLEARER comes, as he lays, to the 
Points, which more immediately affe& the Evi- 

_ dence of the Refurrection, he takes Notice of a 
Remark of the ConsIDERER, That that which is 
the Foundation of any, much lefs of every falſe 
Religion, cannot be the Foundation of the true. 
Not the proper Foundation to be ſure ; for Truth 
and Falſhood would then change Sides, be undiſ- 
tinguiſhable, nay, the ſame; and Peter and Paul, 
working Miracles in Support of their oppoſite 
Parts of the Queſtion, would prove their oppoſite 
Parts both true; Error would be Truth, and 
ruth in its Turn Error: Peter would work a 
Miracle, and Paul would be in an egregious Mi- 
take; Paul would take up the Ball, and the Mit- 
take would be turn'd upon Peter : Peter would go 
again to his Miracle Gift, and Paul would not have 
one Word of Truth on his Side; Paul would come 
round Peter a ſecond Time with an All-fair, and 
faith Peter would lye like the Devil; and ſo on, 
as long as you pleaſed. And here is a fine Proof 
for any Side, that is a Proof for every Side, that 
is, a Proof for no Side: The CLEARER knows of 
a Maxim in the Schools, Quod nimis provat, nihil 
probat ; Miracles then prove nothing at all. How 
plain is this; and how dark is this CLEaRER's 
Sight » Miracles would be nothing, if we had them : 
But it is ſcandalouſly fooliſh to take them upon 
Truſt, and the Credit of a Hiſtory ; z and when we 


{ce 
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ſee Nature operating conſtantly and undiſturbedly, 
to think her Opcrations were diiturbed juſt then, be- 
cauſe ſuch a Story tells fo: That a Man ſhould im- 
poſe, or be impoled upon, is in the Nature of Things; 
but that thoſe Events ſhould happen, is out of the 
Nature of Things, which we daily experience 3 
and the believing a Thing of common Contin- 
gency is preferable ſurely to believing a Thing never 
competent to Nature. Revelation and Miracle Io hich 
are here, and there, and every where, and, *tis le- 
ly, no where, and every Religion claims by, are the 
Characteriſtic of none, and prove Falſhood as well 
as Truth, which cannot be; therefore they do not 
prove at all. A clear Deduction of Reaſon is the 
only Revelation from Heaven; and God, a rational 
Being, orders every Thing in the Courſe of Realon 
and a Pretence of any Thing elſe is true Impiety. 

Every idle Tale will diſturb him, who has not 
philoſophized himſelf into the Calm of Reaſon, 
Tac Jog ac Ce Nνν, 28 Gy ice THC At aN ν , 476. bagubes : 
They, that affirin it, they fee Apparitions, ars crack- 
brain'd People, filly Women, cr ignorant Men, 
where the Imagination runs away with the Judg- 
ment; but they that believe thuir Story are a Kind 
of ſecond-hand Fools below them, that there is no 
Name for. Reaſon emancipates the Mind from 
ſimple Credulity, and vain Fears; a itro0g inva- 
riable Light, that ſhines upon Truth, and detects 
Error, by the Exertion of which only we can be 
different from Brutes, acting they don't know why, 

and even follow the Advice of an Apottle, to prove 
all Things, and hold faft that which is beſt, 

The CLEARER begins the Points which more di- 
rectly affect the Reſurrect ion with a detach'd Sentence 
of the Cons1DERE R's, viz. If the Reſurredtion be a 
Fraud, Evidence forged, what Books have we 19 
prove it ſo? Which, in the Archneſs of his Ima- 
gination, he n is a mighty Matter for the Re- 


ſurrection; 
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ſurrection; but, I conceive, nothing can be more 


againſt it: For what does it ſhew, but that the 


Story was like the Tale of a Ghoſt, no Body 


troubled their Heads to contradi& it; to thoſe, 
who made ule of their Reaſon, it carried Refuta- 
tion along with it; and to thofe, who did not, the 


Application of Reaſon was very vain. 


— TheCLEaRER puts a very unparallel Caſe : If the 
Cons1DERER was to take it in his Head to prove, 


Cæſar was not killed in the Senate-Houſe, all the 
Evidence would be againſt him; but, while Evi- 
dence reports natural Things, while it urges only 
what is probable, does any one take it it in his 
Head to contradict it? But does not the vouching 
Improbabilities invalidate Evidence? If all the E- 
vidence had ſaid, as unanſwered as you will, that 
after Cæſar was dead to a Demonſtration, he roſe 


and walked; would they have been regarded? Do 


not we do lo in the caſe of Cæſar? Don't we di- 
ſtinguiſh between what is reported of probable, and 


what of improbable in this Story? Don't we give 
our Aſſent to the one, and refuſe it to the other? 


When Plutarch tells us, Cæſar died by the Wounds 
of the Senators, we believe him : There is nothing 
in the Story, which contradifts Probability ; and 


the Report of a Perſon not apparently intereſted, 


joined with Probability, is to be believed: But 


when he talks of Apparitions, (mind the unwary 


Inſtance) taking a Walk upon that Occaſion, with- 
out any viſible Buſineſs, we ſay, with a diſſenting 
Smile, the Writer bad a little Love for the Mar- 
vellous, Witneſſes deſtroy their own Evidence, 
that report Improbabilities : And ſaying an Hiſto- 
rian is ſacred, is nothing at all; that's taking a 
Thing for granted again, and abſurdum per abſurdius. 
How willing is theCLEAaRER to tack in his 
Learning about the Ages of Celſus and Porphy- 
7y, when he obliges the ConSiDEREs, ſo unne- 

ceſſarily 


N 
: 
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ceffarily for the Senſe of the Words, to fay, There 
were Fragments of Porphyry in Origen, The 


Words of the CoNnSIDERER do no more than im- 


port, There were Books written againſt Chriſtia- 
nity : Celſus and Porphyry's, for Inſtance; Frag- 


ments of fome of which (plainly referable to either 


of the Antecedents) are to be found in Origen, It is 
true, but he with a Candour, or Wiſdom truly ec- 
cleſiaſt ic, fixes theſe Words to the Fragments of 


1 z and triumphs po this: I am aſhamed 
of him. 


The CLEAR EN ſhuts his Eyes übel to the 
Difference between poſſible Fats, and Abſurdities 


refuting themſelves : And he aſks, if the Credit of 


any Hiſtory is the worſe, becauſe it is wantonly 
contradicted ? No; but it is much worſe, and evi- 


_ dently deſtroyed, by relating Things that contra- 
dict continual Experience, and common Senſe; then 
it bears the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony againtt itſelf, and 
needs no other to ſubvert its Authority, Incidents 


that are untrue, but contingent to Nature, muſt be 
ſhewn to be / untrue, by : a Medium, by Grounds 


_ evictive of their Falſity; but a Hiſtory of Miracles, 


is a Hiſtory of palpable Extravagance. If Livy is 
miſtaken, in telling, how Decius Mus dreamed, he 
ſaw a large Figure of a Man, larger than Men are, 
and of an Appearance auguſter than human, and 


that in the Sacrifice the Head of the Liver was cut; 


upon the Information of which, he devoted himſelf 
for the People of Rome, and died precipitat-d a- 
mong the thickeſt of his Enemies; we will believe 
all this that he ſays, becauſe it might all very pol- 
ſibly happen; the firſt might be the Wildneſs of 
the Brain, the ſecond a Slip of the Prieſt's Knife, 
and the third the Patriotiſm of a Roman; at leaſt, 
till contrary Evidence comes, we will believe it: 
Bur, when he relates, that Caſtor and Pollux tought 
the Roman Battle a long Time aſter they pad 
C cealcd 


1 


ceaſed to live, we don't wait for contrary Evi- 


dence ; we give him the Lye from our own Expe- 


rience of Things; becauſe *tis a little out of Na- 
ture for Men (tor all they are reputed to be Gods) 
to pop up, either fighting, or praying, aftcr their 
Death; they act thoſe ridiculous Parts enough 


while they are alive, and Nature is tired of the 


Comedy: How do the beſt Hiſtorians ; Livy, lye, 


when they ſpeak of Religion, as if it made a Man 


lye whether he would or no. My Lord Clarendon, 
that is a credible Hiſtorian, we do not believe, 
when he tells the Story of an Appariiien: It's an 
unneceſſary Trouble to refute a Thing, that brings 
its own Refutation. Bat you will tay, rho? the 
Impoſlibility appear'd, the Story was believ'd. 


Well, and after all the Arguing in the World, the 


Impoſſibility could but appear; and if that was 
not a Reaſon for the Story's being diſbeliev'd, it 
would ſtil] be believ'd. Arguing could make the 
Caſe no clearer, and was to no purpoſe. But that 
is a glaringly fooliſh Hiſtory, whoſe Credit is o- 
verthrown by its own Relations. The Reaſon, 


no Diſcourſe was thought fit to be directed againſt 
it, was this; and Celſus took the beſt Way to ex- 
poſe it, by ſhewing, it was as inconſiſtent with it- 


ſelf, as with Reaſon. Can it be ſuppoſed, ſays the 


CLEARER, that Celſus would have admitted the 


Miracles of Chriſt, as rea! Facts, had he not been 
compelled to it by the univerſal Conſent of ail Men 
in the Age he lived? Yes, he would, to make it 
appear, that upon the utmoſt Stretch of Romance 
and Abſurdity, upon that's being admitted, the 
End propoſed would not be attained ; that Power, 
extended as far as you can fable, is no Sort of 


Preſumption of Wiſdom, another Attribute; that 


Strength does not imply Wit, nor Beauty Valour ; 
and that therefore it was impertinent to the Que- 
ſtion, if the Chriſtian Religion came from God, a 

reaſonable 


q 
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reaſrnub'e B ino, to urge Miracles in Proof of the 
Afficmative, which do not prove Reaſon, but an 
A tribute diſtin from it. Miracles go for no 
more than they are; they are Marks of Power, 
and they prove nothing elſe. 
Ceſſas ſays the CDEARER, is preſerved, and O- 
rigen's Anſwer is not a general Reply to Ceſſus, but 
a minute Examination of all his Objections, even 
of thoſe, which appeared to Origen moſt frivolous : 
But who knows, it he did not chuſe the moſt fri- 
volous, and how well he fulfill'd his Friend's Re- 
queſt ? I don't doubt, Celſus had ſtronger, which 
have periſhed with him: I don't doubt it, I ſay, 
from the Age he lived in, his confeſſed gteat Abi- 
| ities, and his Zeal for Truth. The Work of an 
Antagoniſt is not uſually the moſt ſafe and advan- 
tageous Repoſitory of an Author; it may preſerve 
him, but, like clouded Amber, it obſcures him 
at the ſame Time: that a Man is ſafe in his Ene- 
my's Hands, only this Perſon of clear Sight can 
ſee. The ConsIDERER would be vasTLyY fate, 
if Time (his Eyes put out by Fortune) was to mow 
down his Writing, and Polterity was to read him, 
as he is repreſented by the CLEAane?, criticize, 
uncomprehended ; and refuted, ad; the 
ſtrong Arguments totally paſſed by, or ſlubbered 
over with the greateſt Hale and Inaccuracy tri- 
vial Remarks upon a few Miſ-qugtations, and Ix: 
preſſions ridiculouſly wreſted to a Sente, which the e 
Context makes them incapable of: As we need gn 
no further than the next Leaf for an Inſtance of. 
Can it be expected, ſays the ConsIDERER, that an 
equitable Iſſue ſhould be obtaine.! from What may 
be fairly reaſoned out of their own (the Evange- 
liſts) Report? The CLEARER queries, Did he pro- 
poſe to reaſon ſomething out of it unfairly ? But, „ 
God's Name, why ſo witty ? The Covns1DERER'; 
Words are, Can — it ſhould be obtained 
2 not, 
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not, can it be obtained; he ſhews it can be; but, is 
it not, wou'd he fay, a little too ſanguine to hope 
it; to expect to find ſuch unwary Hiftorians, that 
had but one Point to keep in view, the little com- 
plex Lift of Jeſus, as to manage their Matters fo 
ill, that inſtead of corroborating, they ſhould un- 


wittingly invalidate one another's Teſtimony, and 


tell gd: ferent Stories; which, let me inform the 
CLEARER, is not contrary Stories, for all he does 
not tee the Difference ; z and charges the Coxst- 
DEPER with the Product of his own puzzled 
Head. A Story that has more or fewer Circum- 


ſtances than another Story of a Thing, is a different 


Story; but a contrary Story, is a Story compoſed 


of quite oppoſite Circumſtances, incompatible with 


one another ; it is a Genius, which contains dif- 
ferent, a Species; a Story that contradicts, muſt 
difler; but a Story that differs, need not contra- 
dict. The ConsiDERER's Logic is juſt, and the 
CrrARER's Underſtanding very bad. The Evan- 
geliſts did not fee the Conſequences of telling dif- 
erent Stories, but contrary Stories; and their Con- 
ſequences were too plain to be overlooked by 


"THEM. They knew Black was not White, and 


that if they had affirmed 'em both the ſame 
Thing, the World would have ſaid upon it imme- 
diately, that they gave one another the Lye; but 
they did not attend to what would follow from one 
of em's predicating of a Thing, that it was Black, 
and White in Part; and another, that it was 


White; or one, that it was White, and another, 


mat it was Black, and White in Part; which is 
more or leſs Circumftances, or telling different Sto- 
rics, The CONSIDERER fays, Can it be EXPECTED 
an equitable Iſſue ſhould be obtained? But he 
makes it appear, it can be obtained; and the 


more beyond our Expectation, the more welcome 
its Conviction. 
Can 


(21) 

Can that, ſays the Cons1DERER, be eſteemed 
a fair Tryal, where the Evidences are only on one 
Side of the Queſtion ? Was full and clear Evidence 
ever rejected, queries the CLEARER, becauſe there 
was no Evidence to be produced againſt it? Very 
clear Evidence, truly ;—and that's fine Evidence 
that pretends to vouch an Abſurdity. What would 
ten or a hundred Men ſignify bearing Witneſs, of 
a Loaf in a Baker's Shop, ſwelling to ſuch a Big- 
_ nefs, that the Houle could not contain it? Efpe- 

cially, if it appeared tco, they got the Mob to 
liſten to their Story, or ſold the FULL and TRUE 
Account of it; or any way gratified their Vanity, 
or their Intereſt ? Common Senſe is enough to de- 
ſtroy all the Evidence in the World of a Thing, 
that is againſt it. That the Miracles, their Fame, 
went thro? Judea, you may believe them. What- 
ever Mpiſſield was to do, would go through Eng- 
land; and if he was to open any Body's Eyes, as 
miraculouſly as Jeſus did, we ſhould hear enough 
of it, I make no Queſtion ; but, for all that, our 
High-Priefts wonld not believe it, unleſs they ſaw 
it; and their Biſhopric ks might poſſibly harden 
their Hearts THEN. Miracles have ceaſcd; what, 
are People given over? But Faith has ceaſed, and 
you know Miracles could never be worked without 
it. The Witnelles of the Coronation of Henry VIII. 
urges the CLEARER, very pertinently, are all of a 
Side, would you call it into Queſtion upon that? 
But that's a poor Parſon's Cunning ot putting a 
Thing in Nature, in the Place of a Tlung t of 
Nature, ard repreſenting them upon the fame 
Footing : But, when he was a comparing it, why 
did not he compare it to Gertrix, the Iriſb Mi- 

acle- worker, ro Body concerned himſelſ to refute 
his Wonders? The Evidence is all of a Side; and 
al! for 'em; and yet no body believes them. wg 
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The CL?ARER aſks, how you know the Witneſ- 
ſes of the Reſurrection are partial? Let him aſk 


Mr, Whitfield, if charitable Collections, and com- 

mon Purſe-Money, are not very good Things? If 
that Hol, Holy, Hol Chriſtian, ſhould be at 
a ſtand, ſtill he himſelf will know, whether he does 


not toalt himſelf with great Pleaſure over a Fire 


lit by the Folly of the People; broach his Wine, 
and laugh at the Gulls. We ſhall know theſe 


Things from our Knowledge of human Nature, 


With as much Wiſdom the CIE ARE enquires, 
why the Witneſſes are called combined? Is not it 
his (the CoxsipERER's) Drift, ſays he, to ſhew, 


they contradict one another? But where is the Con- 
tradiction of that? Are not Witneſſes often com- 
bined to maintain a Cauſe, and yet ſound their 


Notes ſo ill together, that they detect and refute 
one another, and ſhew what a Parcel of Fools they 


all are? He did not mean, and the Word does not 


enforce, they were aſſociated with Skill and Judg- 


ment; he ſuppoſes they combined in mutual, tho? 
ill-judged Endeavonrs ; but, if preferring the Goad 
of Death to the Rack of Shame, which muſt have 


aroſe from the Confeſſion of Fraudulency, and Co- 


wardice ; and to a forry, contemptible Life; it 
dying for the Vanity of Religion is a Proof of it, 
the Crocodile of Nile will come in for his Share 
with the Lord of Hoſts, As both the CoxsiDbER- 
ER and the CLEARER are rightly of Opinion, 
that the Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom is of no Con- 

cern to the preſent Queſtion, I ſhall ſay but this of 
it: It is plain, that Jes encouraged the Notion of 
his being King of the eus in the Senſe of the Jeus, 
while he could think of acting that moſt difficult 
Part of the Character of Meſſab (for he adapted 


himſelf to the Prophecy,) with the leaſt Probability 


of Succeſs z and never relinquiſhed that; *cill all 
Hopes relinquiſhed him, 
| What 
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What a Compliment he unawares makes them 
upon the Queition's being put to him, why he ſtill 
kept the worſt Company, and affociated himſelf 
Vith Publicans and Sinners, the loweſt and meaneſt 


of the People? The Whole, ſays he, need not a Phy- 


fictan, but thoſe that are Sick; but who fo lick, as 
thoſe, who did not believe a Thing he did, nor a 
Word he ſaid? And whoſe Hearts were to be fo 
divinely hardened, that they were to work the 
Death of this judicious Orator? 

The Author of the Trial thinks, the Jews ſaw 
ſome Reaſon to doubt, the Miracles of %u, were 


true, or they would not have regarded his Prophecy 


of a Reſurrection: But they might diſbelieve the 


Miracles; and tho? they did not fear a true Reſur- 
rection, they could not be void of. the Apprehen- 
ſion of a falſe one. They took Meaſures to pre- 
vent that; not a real one; which they never could 


think to diſappoint. How plain is it, that the 
Phariſees ſpoke their Sentiments, in ſiying, We 
remember, that Deceiver ſaid-— they wanted no- 
thing elſe but to yield to a Miracle fairly, and truly 
done. They always came to him with the Demand 
of a Sign, the Conviction other People had; and 
he always put it' off with, A wicked Generation 
ſeeks after a Sign; but no Sign ſhall be given them. 


They treated him conlequently with the greateſt - 
| Indignation and Contempt; and it would be the 
Caſe, if it was to be ated over and over never fo 
often in the World: It is the moſt cvident Thing 


upon Farth. 

When the Chief Prieſts made their Speech to 
Pilate, he did not miſunderſtand them at all; and 
had more Senſe than to aſk them, if they thought 
him a Deceiver, why they guarded againſt him; 
but that very Speech informed him, they did not 
apprehend a Reſurrection in good Earneſt, but 
ſame Practiſing about ont; and in that Caſe they 

| feared, 
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feared, the laſt Error of the People in ima; ning a 
Reſurrection of Feſus, would be of a v ne- 

quence than the firſt had been, i: 24 
Reſurrection of Lazarus. And this + - 
greeable, nay, conſequent to their ti A 
Deceiver; and their Requeit upon thote- Fears: for 
a Guard, was too reaſonable to be denied; but that: 
they were not at the Scpi re, 2 „ee how ie i 
filled his Word, is an infallibl: Sign T inge wire 
hurried over, before they expected: Bu: che Seal 
was broke; needs there any more? Why did not 
the Body go out, and leave the Seal whole, as it 
paſſed through the Door, to make a real Miracle 
of it? Why were not the Sick cured of this Diſ- 
eaſe of Infidelity ? Let the Parſons anſwer, 
TheCLEaRER urges in Diſproof of an Aﬀer- 
tion of the Cons1DrR Ex” s, that the Fews (meaning 
the Chief, or thole that adhered to Judaiſm) did 
not believe, Feſus performed any Wonders in his Life, 
which, according to him, he lays down againſt the 
united Authority of all the Evangeliſts; Mighty 
Authority; Men, that you don't know : In Diſ- 
proof of this he urges Matthew's Puff, that Fejus 
| healed all manner of "Diſza/es among the People, and 
that his Fame went through all Syria and that 
| there followed him great Multitud-s of People from 
Galil:e, and from Decapolis, and from Jeruſalem, 
and from Judea, and from beyond Fordan: For 
which you have the Word of that veracious Bio- 
grapher. 

Were the Chief prieſts, demands the CLEARE R, 
the only Perſons unacquainted with them? Unac- 
quainted with them! No; they were acquainted 
with them, to be ſure; they heard the Shouts, 
which would never have moved them with Indig- 
nation, nor Concern, if they had not ſeen the Ef- 
fect it had on the People: Why their Anger to him 
other wiſe ? They took Counſel againſt him, how — 
| gbr 
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1 n; n they would have had no 
: for, nor Imagination of ef- 
WY be p ſuaded of the Reality 


i , 
* 


ſel ves, it appears plainly, 
wer do h im, | and been the moſt fervent 


e ing 13 more probable, 
ti; nn wy were deatned with the Noiſe 
of _-  r clic, they al cribed them to the Devil, 
Wi gar i015 4 Fea: they can't account for: 
Neger , „t cy; he could not do this without 
the F. 3j the Druil. This is common, when 
Peoptc - plagued with an abſurd Thing; which 


to difprc 4 as 'tis negative J is hard; ana the belt 
_ Diſproot of It, is, its Contra 4eiction to Nature, com- 
mon Senſe, and the orderly Courſe of Things, 
which, whatever Whims Men take into their Heads, 
js ſeen to be invariable, If the Words aſcribing 
the Miracles ro the Devil dropp, d from the 
Mouths of the High Prictts, it was in this Way; 
but Malibeco gave us nat Repreſentation of 
them he pleaſed, in his Hiltory, II the very Tem- 
ple itſelf, the Blind and the Lame came to bim, and 
he healed them, Look ye, the temple was a 
wide Place; it was in lome Corner of it, to be 
ſure ; had the Pberijees ſcen, it migat have convert- 
ed them. It tollows Ln ny lig Priefts (aw 
the wonderful Things t9:t fe, did, N t19.y Could 
that be; for they de irc to fee, and were alwiys 
denied ther Requelt, We have not even the Grounds, 
which the Pharijees had; wat do we belicve for? 
Well; when le jato the; Things, they were dij-- 
Pleaſed : Bur why diſplealea * Sevauic = worked 
—_ Miracles; impoſſib e do pave been dilpleaſed 
at that; it would have been the Foundation of ſome- 
thing quite different trom Diplcaſfurc. The very 
Enquiry about the Man tha t 0 {1id to tobe bort: 
blind, and ejecting him, manitctted ti their Diſbelict ct 
it: Had they acknowledgcu any Miractcs to be done 


— 
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by him; they would have admitted this without 
Difficulty. 
I[t is moſt undoubted, the Chief Prieſts wei e a- 
larmedd at the Progreſs Jeſus made with the People, 


and would have taken away his Life, ſince he a- 


voided to give them an Occaſion to detect him, and 
fo fruſtrate him. As in his evaſive Anſwer to their 


Queſtion, I it lawful to give Tribute to Cæſar, or 


not? Had he anſwered it categorically, in one Caſe 
they would have been at Eaſe ; in the other, they 


muſt have taken Meaſures againſt him, for their 
own and the public Safety, The Truth of the 


Miracles would have operated upon them differently, 


and made them his Followers, not his Perſecutors. 


This is plain enough to need nothing to be ſaid 


of it. But when they had gained ſo eaſy a maſtery 


over him, the Chief Prieft addreſſed a Queſtion 
to him in the Spirit of Railery, the Height of 
which lies in a well obſerved Solemnity : I aajure 
thee, by the living God, ſaid they with a cover- 


ed Sneer, that thon tell us, whether then be the 


Chr:#, the San of God? Telus ſaw the extreme 
Game he mad of him, and anfwered to it ac- 
cordingly. Otherwite there is no Senſe in his Re- 


ply, Tb baſt ſaid, or thou haſt jeered, he an- 


vered; zexertt iet (that is, for all thy Jeer) thou 
galt fee tbe San of Man fitting on the Rig bt. and 
of Powcr, and coming in ibe Clouds f Heaven ; 
encouraging them to believe he ſhould be vic- 


toricus one of thoſe Days. But they went on 


ſnrermg lim, after they had ſtruck him, laying, 
Heros unions, whe it is, that ſmote thee. The 
Queſtion was not put ſeriouſiy, bur zempiing!y, ac- 
Coding to the Bid way of tempting him to difficult 
tatters, It was Railery, tho? the Evangeliſt was 
not of a Pitch to underſtand it; a Jeſt, that is not 
mic, but at firft jeen through, is not Railery ; but 
may be diſtingulhed by the Name of Banter. To 
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Baralbas would be have uſed this Queſtion? The 
C1.EARER aſks, Wiſe truly: To be ſure, he 


would not; becauſe upon Barabò as the Railery 


would not have ſtuck; it could not be applied, but 
to one that pretended to the Character of Miſi:h; 
and here, I think, are abundant Marks to ſhew, 
he did not at all apprehend 7:/us was the Mei, 
but took him for a Deceiver. 

The Chief Prieſts ſaid of Jeſus, when he was 
hanging upon the Croſs, He ſaved others, himſc!f 


he cannot fave. He ſaved others, the CLEARER 


repeats with a bultle ; wha! do they man, he never 
wrought any Miracles; as the ConSiDERER ſup- 


poſes? Quite otherwiſe, But he is quite out. It 


was with the greateſt and keeneſt Mockery they 
ſaid, he ſaved others, reproaching him for having 
pretended to fave others, and at the fame time the 


People indirectly, for having ever believed him, 
when it was viſible now to them, that he hung 


upon the Croſs, unable to help himſelt, or any o- 
ther Body. This was indeed a Triumph to them; 
and ſo they went on triumphing, not becaute they 
were delivered from the King of 7'ae!, as the 
CLEARER would haye it, from waon (had they 
thought him ſo) they would have w.l! known they 
could not have been delivered; that would have 
been a mad Occaſion of PTriump' indeed 3 but 
that is ia the CLeaRzR's cloudy Brin. Had 
they believed the firlt Part of cheir Speech, it 
would have ſpoiled ther Joxing;, they could not 
poſſibiy have made themſelves merry about a Per- 


lon chat had done fuch Things; they could not 
have told where his Power might cad, nor how 


they might be deceived in thinking, it did end, 
any more than they could teil how it came to him; 
MORE, I aftirm, they never would have intended it; 
neither perſecuting him, nor poking upon him 3 
but have been the readie(t to come in to him, em- 
D 2 brace 
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brace his Faith, and ſtand up in his Defence. Why 
ſhould they not? Heaven was as good for them, 
as for others; and, if there was a Heaven, why 
 ſthouid they not ute Mcars to u ain it? Bur 


to think, they believed his Miracles, yet were not 


influenced by that Belicf to a ach themſelves 
to him, nor even to forbear yeri.cuung him; is, 


let me turn it upon the CLEARER | to be little 


8 with human Natur ical. 
Lou ſee plainly, his Mira! les ncver met with 
Reception, nor gained him Eſt cer „ dugh to 


3 him from che bittereſt Infulcs, aid the 


Paſſers-by, ſaying to him in his Teer, with a 
Shake of their Heads, Thou that de royo the Tome 
ple, and rebuildeſt it in thres Days, ave Me,; if 
thou be the Son of Ged, come down from the Croſs. 


However that Speech was underſtood, it 18 plain, 


they thought it romantic, they did not believe 


what he had done; they wanted more Evidence; 


therefore thoſe Miracles were wrought to no Ef- 
wn which is enough to difcredit the whole Sto- 


; for acting without E. ect, is not the Character 


- Divieicy, O that when he was thus caail-nged, 
he had come down; but then, fay the Parſons, 
there would have been no Merit in believing. Is 
there Merit only then in belicving wit hour rea- 
fonable Foundation ? And is Man to be rewarded 
for being irrational, and worthleſs! Nature by de- 


generating is it ennobled! Is the Way to Incorrup- 


Ability, Corruption ? 
As Miracle-mad, as the Fews were, and as much 
as evcry Wonder run away with them, they had yet 


received fo little Conviction, and Impreſſion from 


the Goſpel-miracles, that the whole People made 
no Scruple to take the Blood of Jeſus upon them, 


and their Children; even when Plate, to raile 


Parties among the Fews, and play them againſt 
one another, politicly gave out, their Rage was 
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il founded againſt him, and that he was innocent; 


which ſhevrs, that eſtes, befites his Miracles, had 
civen them Hopes that he was the triumphant 


AM. Jab; and when he peremptorily declared off, 


and deceived their Expectations, they were not able 
to bear it; from hence followed the Reſentment 
of the Populace, vhich otherwiſe would have been 
moſt prepoſterous. There are five Decorations to 
the Story, the Eclipſe, and the Farthquake, and 
the ſplitting Temple; when they ſaw this; This 
<was the Son of Cod, to be ſure, they ſaid; yet the 
People of the Jes t then were, and their Poſte- 
rity ſince have been, immoveable in Opinion of the 


contrary. And why Jeſus came to convince, and did 


notconvince, itwould pole one to tell. The Phariſees 
provided with the greateſt Wiſdom againſt a fraud- 


ful Deſign of ſtealing the Body, which they profeffed 


to Pilate theirApprehenſion of; the Body they knew 
would diſappear, and then the Diſc: ples would 
bear them down, he was riſen from the Dead; 


there would be no contradicting them by pro uc- 


ing the Corpſe; that would be ar enough out of 


the Way. The Diſciples Forchead, they were well 


apprized, was a ſure Card to them; they did not 
want Inftarices of that; and had one of a recent 


Date, in Peter's denying, and curſing and {wear- 


ing into the Bargain, Tha? he did it beloug ta 
lus, nor know the man. They ſcaled up the Se- 


Pulc! ire, and can any Thing be !o plain, as that 


they intended to he there ac the Lime of the pre- 
dicted C pening cf it, to convince People of the 


baliity of che for etold Recurrection 2 Therefore 
the Time was certainly not, as they underſtood it; 


ſo that che Body did not walk 2 at the appoint- 


ed Time, as che CLEARER Would have it believed, 


according to the Apprchenſion of the Jews. The 
Chicf Prieſts ſet a Raman Guard upon the Sepulchre:; ; 
a Prevention of D:ſun, one would think; but let 


us 


30 
us tol e a View of the _ y of thoſe Times, and 
fee upvo what Springs Pilate acted. The Fews 
were very numerous in Paleſtine, by far our-num- 
bering the Romans. Had the former roſe, the lat- 
ter, it is true, could have checked them by Force; 
but the Roman Policy, which was the exacteſt in 
the World, did not chuſe to waſte its Strength, 
where it might be ſpared, but governed by Art, 
when it could, Pilate upon this Maxim took oc 
caſion carefully to foment and ſpread a Diſſention, 
that would take off the Action of the Fews, as a 
united Body, which would have proved too hard 
for the Romans in the Country, Thus he gave 
Life to Commot ions, he ſeemed active to ſuppreſs, 
and with Joy gratified a Sedition, yielding in Ap- 
pearance reluctantly to ĩt. You would have thought 
him forced to deliver up Jeſus by a Riot, he was 
glad to ſee go forward, He projected ſtill further. 
The Innocency of Jeſus was inſinuated by him, 
when he condemned him; and you will find this 
to be the fineſt Management, and greateſt Reach 
of human Policy. If Jeſus had died with no Pa- 
rade, like a common Malefator, it might have 


Feoilled all the Efforts, and Hopes of his Pariy. Pi. 


late's Aim was not chere ; he drew too great Ad- 
vantages from it, to deſire the Destruction of it. 
He ſaw how it tore, and waſted the Fes: Fe 
wanted to keep it alive, hut not to have it victori- 
ous ; for then there would have been aà general II- 
nion, a Poſition his Art employed itſelf ever to keep 

off. Thus he would mak: neither Side complain, 
and neither Side get the better of one another. He 
gave Force ſometimes to one, and ſometimes to an- 
other, and adminiſtered a due Vigour. When the 
Chief Prieſts told him of Feſus's Prophecy, he knew 
what to do immediately; and he ſhall make it 
good, thinks he, if it is in my Power; fo he gave 
The Word to the Guard, {which he could not deny 


to 
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to the Phariſees Requett) to overlook or aſſiſt, if 
they could, any Proccedings on the Part of the A- 
poſtles, to ſham and perſu ade a Reſurrect ion. 
This Policy of Pilate, the Author of the Trial, Po- 
liacian ae * is, has not weighed; but thinks it an 
arch Queſtion, JFbether the Roman Soldiers received 
the Mord to wins: at the Apoſtles Practices? This is 
the Way, you muſt explain Pilate's Conduct. Thus 
his Wife dreamed, like Ca/phurgin, which Thought 
he took vp, as a Koinan; and there were all the 
pretended Things in the World. But what means 
Matthew, and who does he think to get to believe 
him, when he lays, The Chief Pri is gave the Sol- 
diers Money to fav, the Body of Feſus was ſtelen a- 
way, and that it wa' a common Report among the 
Fews, to this Day? Ver. 15. the laſt Chapter. 
What, did they believe a real Reſurrection, and 
not that have an Effect upon them neither? *Tis - 
putting Things down one's Throat, that would not 
delude an Ideot. Nothing was N report- 
ed then, nor is now, among the Jeus, but that 
Feſus was a Deceiver. T he Chicf Priefts could 
not refule Faber aha 0 the Conviction of this, if 
they really believed it; and it is being moſt {tupicly 
credulous to think it. What Credit ther 75 re 18 
to be given to thoſe who would impoe ch a 
Thing, as this? Which is what I was to ow 

Tre Lwvangeliſts writ, ſays the CLEARER, 78 
ſupply ene another“ Defelta: They were very de- 
fective for infpired Writers, it will be confeſ'd; 
bur then why do they repeat the tame foolith. 
Things over again, and abſurd Speeches? Ard 
why docs J, inſtead of ſupplying Deict:, make 
dem? I am ture, he wanted fomcbody to conie 
after 11. It is very ſtrange, ! the other Evange- 
lis wald ant miſs mentioning the Comp'etion of 
ſo remarkab! © 4 Prophecy as we find cited , Chap. xix. 

Fer. 36. of bn Tbeſe Things u were done, that 10 
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Scripture ſhould be fulfilled. A Bone of him ſpall not 


be broken. It is certainly to be concluded, that a 


great deal was wanting ſure, to fortify the Cauſe of 
the Faith, or John would never have thought this 
neceſſary. | 


And now; did Jeſus come to give a Religion to 
the World? Did he obtain his End? The Part of 


the World, that profeſſes Chriſtianity, is it not in- 


conſiderable with regard to the World? Being fruſ- 


trated, what does it mark ? If Men are to be bene- 


fited by Performances, they have no Concurrence 
in, why would not his immortal Power have done 
the Buſineſs as well as his mortal Paſſion? If Men 


are to be ſaved by a Merit not their own, why not 


by a Word not their own, which would be the 


| ſame thing? Do Advantages ariſe to thole prodigi- 


ous populous Countries, China and Japan, from 
Chriſtianity, which they hoot, and ſtick the Preachers 
of upon Forks ? What Sort of Diſtribution is it, that 
the little Speck of Europe is to be poſſeſs'd of fuch _ 
eminent Felicity? When our Parſons have anſwered 
theſe Queſtions, I will aſk them ſome more. I will 
put one, or two Queſtions to the CLEAR ER: As 
God created the World out of nothing (tor I don”: 


ſuppoſe he holds another ſclf-exiſtent Being) and 


could overcome the ſceming Impoſſibility of pro- 
ducing ſomething where nothing was, why did nor 


be ſtrike out a nothing- extracted Stability to ad 


to his nothing extracted Creation, and how 2 


came to make his Compoſition of Materials that. 
wanted mending, as he ſays; with what Sncer let 
People juDGEt; and what is the Reluit of the 


whole, arguing Chance, or Deſign ? 
as not God to chuſe who he would have, Miineſſes 
of the Reſurrectian? The CLEARER demands, I: 
is worſe to be left to Choice, if Choice is ill made 
And was he to chuſe in juch a manner wy os no 
20%! y 
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Body was to be Witneſs of the Reſurrection, but 
whom no Body would believe? The old Strain of 
Management; but which might always as well 
have been ſpared, and the Thing itfelf omitted. 
As Parties are never Evidences, there can be ſaid 
to be no Evidences of the Reſurrection. We will 
ſooner believe, a Man makes a falſe Report, than 
our Senſes make a falſe Report; and that a Thing 
15, which contradicts he common Experience and 
Courſe of Nature; but we may atlure ourle! ves, 
that NATURE IS, AS IT EVER WAS, AND 
Is EVER LIKELY TO CONTINUE. 
Lay theſe Things together, and you will bring 
it to this Concluſion: L ery Hypotheſis that is not 
founded in Nature, 1s abiutd io not the ves 
ct rational Bælief. 
Let us emancipate ourſelves from vain and fool- 
ih Fears, and as vain and fooliſh Hopes, and be 
ſure, that he, that has not philoſophized himſelf 
into Eaſe, will know none; Religion will take a 
thouſand Shapes to fright him; ghaftly in all, ſne 

will torment his Days ; and his Niche will hs ſtill 
more hideous. Tae Parſon gets on, "when the Nurſe 
gets off, (unleſs he rides double) and the ſaddled 
B-aft is guided about at Will. But Philoſophy 
builds that Liberty, that Repoſe, no Al:rm ap- 
proaches, nor Terror ſhakes z and THE ORIAT- 
ET GooD is Wispou. This one Stroke while 
L.:berty remains, or is ſaid to remain; when it 
dics, we have but to die with it. 


Tur ends my PuILOsO r HICAL FRIEND, who 
plainly ſhews, that he thinks Piſbelief not criminal. 
Whether it be or no, is the main point our Adver- 
ſaries ought to prove; for it it be not, wiiy ſhould 
men ſuffer for it here, or hereatrer ? If it be crimi- 
nal, the with-holding or not giving the neceſſary 

Evidence 
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Evidence of Conviction is much more ſo; unleſs it 
be a crime, not to be credulous. This point ought 
to be conteſted freely. If an Enquirer cannot find 
what is called Truth, to be Truth ; ſhould he own 
that he ſees what he don? t? Or, acknowledge that 
to be true, which does not appear to him to be ſo? 
Or, ought he to ſtifle with ſilence the Truth he has 
difcorercd | ? Is it moſt commendable, to vindicate 
the Liberty of Truth, or fubmit to the Slavery of 
Error, and ſuppoſe the Enquirer can not fee Truth 
where it is to be ſeen; is it criminal to want mental 
or bodily optics? What is the want of true faith, 
but not being able to ſee truth in a true ght; 
This inability muſt either be ow ing to the nature of 
the man, which he cannot help; for all men, En- 
_ quirers at leaſt, would fee what is right if they 
could, or it muſt be owing to the Means by which, 
or Medium thro? which Truth is to b 2 ſeen, either 
the one lead Wrong, or the offer makes a falſe Ap- 
pearance, or obſcures the true; neither of theſ2_ 
can the Enquirer prevent : So chat his not ſeeing 
Truth, is not a moral, but a ca fault; and 
Pelieving without ſeeing, that is without evidence, 
is Nontenſe and Abſurdity. in what manner ſo- 
ever this point is examined, it will appear that Be- 
lief is no Virtue, or Faith is not Righteouſneſs and 
Uahelief, or Diſb-licf, or what is reproachingly 
call'd Inidelity, is no Sin, no breach of m7 moral 
law. 
The CLEARER is perhaps one of the moſt un. 
fair Writers that ever attempted to manage an Ar- 
gument. He ſpends all hi; Wit to pervert my 
meaning, making me ſay things I never b¹jỹ t; 
and then inyidiouſly harangues thereon 3 and this 
with ſo much wire-drawing Art, as almoſt to per. 
ſuade me, I had cxpreſſed "what I never intended. 
So that he appears to be as one of thoſe falſe Pro- 
beta, 5248 can cecerve, if poſſibie, ihe very eleF. 
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In every place where he ſees the latler edition 
different from the former, he ſtrains the former to 
mean ſomething erroneous, to exult and harangue 
upon; (tho? I was not conſcious to myſelf, that the 
Alterations I made were, as he repreſents them, but 
to expreſs myſelf in a clearer and better manner 
in the beginning, which I think I have done ;) to 
this end, he wilfully 1 my meai.ing, to 
accuſe me of blundert 
| Becauſe I expreſſed my own ſenſe in the words 
of the Trial, or in the words inverted, or referred 
by a parity 'of reafoning from one caſe to another, 
he calls it the ariful abuſe of language, pervertiing, 

altering, and miſapplying the ſenſe. 
Ar firſt ſetting out, he quotes theſe words of 
mine, to ſhew my deſign i in writing THE REsvu Re 
RECTION CONSIDERED. 

My deſign is to promote that veneration for 
c WISDou and VI RTV E, which has been debas'd 
* and degraded by Faith; by a Faith which has not 
& ſent Peace on Earth, hat a Sword. — Where this 
« fooliſh faith bears ſway, the Tree of Knowledge 
produces damning fruit; but under the benign 

&« Influence of GEORGE OUR Kine, in this glori- 
*© ous day of Light and Liberiy, this divine Haz, 
and her pious Witchcrafts, which were brought 
« forth in Darkneſs, and nouriſhed byO6b/curity, faint 
<< at the approach of day, and vaniſh upon light. ” 
And, ſo great is his Indignaion, that hz makes 
thereon the following Remarks: 

The Faith which the Goſpel propoſes in Chriſt 
Feſus, the ever bleſſed ſon of God, and the only Name 
under Heaven by which we may be ſaved, is bers 
with an aſton Hing degree of Iinpiety calld a divine 

Hag with pious Witchcrafes. Uabappy man ! what 
could he mean by this? I pity bim from my beart. 
But what could be mean by abyfing the King, fr: = 
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| bad a mind to fhew, that be is Jai as good a ſubject 


as be is a Cbhriſb ian. 
Every ſerious man will read th:ſe paſſages with 
Abborrence; and they are a warning to every Reader 
to be upon his guard againſt the Repreſentations made 
of the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and the Evidences of 
Chriſtianity, by ſo determined, and jo inveterate an 
Enemy to both. 

I mall only ſay to this, 'Tis evident that to be 


reveng'd of me, he gives up the Cauſe of the Goſpel, 


acknowledging that pernicious Faith which I nad 
deſcribed, is that Faith which he calls Goſpel, 


and contends for. And to make me odiuus, 


for ſaying, that under the influence of His 
PRESENT MAIIST V, whom God long preſerve, this 
Faith faints and vaniſbes away, which has devaſed 


and degraded Wisdou and Viktue, and which 
| has not brought Peace on Eartb, but a Sword , he 


aſks, M bat I mean by abuſing the King? Now judge 
all ye People, whether I abuſe the KING, or he a- 
buſes Quz xx Common-SENSE ? By this judge of 


the reſt of his determined and inveterate milcon- 


ſtructlons. 


. 


